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COMMITMENT TO DESIGN

from churches and health-
care facilities to parks and 
corporate offices.  

A firm commitment to 
their clients to provide the 
best in personalized service 
combined with the highest 
quality architectural design 
has made DH&W one of the 
premier architectural firms 
in the greater Chattanooga 
area.  Carol Henley and Alan 
Derthick founded the com-
pany in 1959 with the goal of 
creating a firm with resourc-
es capable of handling major 
projects, but personalized 
enough to enable them to 
infuse their own individual 

Looking out over the dramatic skyline of Chatt anooga from atop  Lookout 
Mountain, a visitor would fi nd numerous monuments to the quality ar-
chitectural services inspired by the professionals at Derthick, Henley, & 
Wilkerson itects.  The fi rm has put its signature on projects ranging

talents and interaction into 
each project that bore their 
signature.   

OVER THE YEARS
A half century after its 

founding, the goal of Henley 
and Derthick continues 
to lead the company.  The 
same commitment to excel-
lence and innovative design 
that drew the principals 
together in 1959 remains at 
the heart of the firm in 2010.  
That commitment has led 
to DH&W becoming recog-
nized regionally as an award 
winning design firm offer-
ing comprehensive services 

in architecture, master plan-
ning, and interior design.

DH&W has achieved 
those accolades by adhering 
to established architectural 
principles while, at the same 
time, infusing fresh, inno-
vative ideas into the firm’s 
myriad projects.  DH&W 
professionals realize the im-
portance of monitoring cur-
rent construction trends and 
changes in style that con-
stantly impact and transform 
the design industry. 

They also recognize 
the importance of adapt-
ing each client and project 

to their own individual site.  
Listening closely to their 
client’s needs and require-
ments allows DH&W to cre-
ate a unique design solution. 
Even in complex problems 
they believe that the design 
process can be broken into 
smaller, tangible tasks in 
order that the client may be 
fully engaged in the design 
solution.

OUR SIGNATURE
DH&W has placed its 

distinctive signature on a 
broad cross section of proj-
ects that includes some of 
the most recognized land-
marks in Chattanooga. Many 
of the city’s leading names 
have turned to DH&W for 
their expertise in the design 
of corporate offices, religious 
buildings, healthcare facili-
ties, public buildings, parks 
and recreation, and educa-
tional facilities.  Each project 
presented DH&W architects 
a unique series of challenges 
calling for a singular, distinc-
tive approach to solutions.

PUBLIC

DH&W has also made 
a significant impact on the 
city’s skyline with the design 
of some of Chattanooga’s 
most visible public build-
ings.  The firm was selected 
for the design of the 300,000 
square foot addition to the 
Chattanooga Convention 
Center in the heart of the 
downtown district.  The 
resume also includes the 
Hamilton County Courts 
Building, the Chattanooga 
Airport, and the Hunter 
Museum of Art.

CORPORATE
Projects on the 

Corporate front include 
the design of Regions Bank 
while samples of DH&W’s 
work in the Religious sec-
tor are found in the inno-
vative and distinctive out-
lines of St. Paul’s Church, St. 
Peter’s Church, and Christ 
United Methodist Church.  
The Heart Institute of 

▼ Heritage High School provides a 

sense of place to encourage learning.ties, public buildings, parks 
and recreation, and educa-
tional facilities.  Each project 
presented DH&W architects 
a unique series of challenges 
calling for a singular, distinc-
tive approach to solutions.

vative and distinctive out-
lines of St. Paul’s Church, St. 
Peter’s Church, and Christ 
United Methodist Church.  
The Heart Institute of 

▼▼ The Prefunction spine of the 

Chattanooga Convention Center ties 

Chattanooga’s industrial and rail-

road heritage to a vibrant today and 

tomorrow.

▼ The rotunda of the Chattanooga 

Airport provide passengers the travel 

experience of Chattanooga’s grand 

railroad terminals

Chattanooga stands as a 
prime example of the firm’s 
work in the Healthcare 
sector.

EDUCATION
DH&W designed the 

consolidation of the engi-
neering, math, and computer 
science departments into one 
203,000 square foot build-
ing for the University of 
Tennessee Chattanooga. The 
structure was cast in place 
concrete with brick veneer 
and the roof was designed 
with a steep pitch to recall 
the “Collegiate Gothic” ar-
chitecture most common-
ly associated with college 
campuses.

Also in the educa-
tion sector, DH&W was 
selected for the design of 
Heritage High School, Signal 
Mountain High, and Nolan 
Elementary School. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION
The design of 

Chattanooga’s Finley 
Stadium presented several 
challenges to preserving the 
architectural heritage of the 
site.  The area surrounding 
the stadium has been home 
to several gray iron found-
ries for more than one hun-
dred years. DH&W architects 
were careful to maintain a 
design reflecting the histori-
cal industrial nature of this 
part of the city while also 
keeping it compatible with 
the adjacent pavilion which 
is, in fact, the original frame 
structure of one of the early 

foundries. Design called for 
the excavation of sixteen feet 
of the bowl of the stadium 
to edit part of the stadium’s 
mass and give it a more hu-
man scale. The clay dirt from 
the excavation was then used 
for a unique brownfield site 
solution that allowed the 
builder to cap and seal the 
foundry sand on the north 
end of the site.  In keeping 
with the spirit of the indus-
trial character of the neigh-
borhood, DH&W arranged 
for two nearby foundries to 
cast all the identifying sig-
nage. The size and “tooth” 
of the cast iron signs are 
solid transition elements 
between the human scale 
and the scale of the stadium. 
They are authentic pieces of 
Chattanooga’s heritage.

The design for Miller 
Plaza, an urban park in the 
heart of downtown is a con-
temporary interpretation 
of Chattanooga’s industrial 
heritage. With design in-
put from Kotter Kim and 
Associates of Boston, Miller 
Plaza won the first National 
AIA Honor Award ever 
awarded to a Tennessee firm.

Chattanooga’s First 
Tennessee Pavilion and the 
Champions Club were other 
projects in this sector to 
which DH&W architects sup-
plied their expertise.

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
DH&W exhibits its com-

mitment to the future by in-
corporating proven sustain-
able design techniques and 
practices into each project 
the firm undertakes.  A re-
cent example is the renova-
tion of Finley Stadium where 
DH&W partnered with city, 
county, and state officials 
and negotiated with the 
EPA, State of Tennessee Solid 

Waste Management Division, 
and State of Tennessee 
Historical Commission as 
well as the normal regula-
tory agencies for review of 
the $28.5 million project.  
DH&W staff designed an 
environmentally friendly po-
rous paving system and a in-
novative perimeter drainage 
system which, when com-
bined with the renovation of 
an old basement that became 
a 250,000 gallon cistern for 
storing storm water, helped 
bring the project in a half 
million dollars under budget.

DH&W professionals 
also incorporated numerous 
sustainable features in their 
design of the Exhibit Hall of 
the city’s Convention Center.  
Features include the first 
daylite Exhibition Hall in the 
U.S. as part of their lighting 
design, collection of rainwa-
ter and re-use for landscape 
irrigation, and the use of 
one hundred percent out-
side air for conditioning the 
building.    

OUR PEOPLE
DH&W today employs 

seventeen professionals, 
eight of whom are regis-
tered architects.  Each brings 
the unique skills and back-
ground experience that en-
able the firm to provide 
innovative solutions to the 
most challenging design 
projects.  Those profession-
als focus on listening to the 
goals that their clients have 
for each specific project.  
They then provide proven 
design techniques for cap-
turing in architecture and 
landscaping the ambiance 
and viability of the client’s 
vision. Emphasis is placed on 
project individuality, qual-
ity materials, tasteful design, 
and suitable landscaping. 

In addition, each DH&W 
professional also brings an 
intangible not always found 
in today’s business climate - 
the personal dedication and 
commitment to make each 
project that bears the DH&W 
signature a true work of art. 
The goal is to not only create 
a beautiful building, but to 
reflect in its design the excel-
lence that has kept clients 
coming back to DH&W for 
fifty years.

Over the course of their 
half-century of design in-
novation, the management 
team of DH&W points to 
what they consider to be 
the highest testament to the 
firm’s reputation for quality:

“It’s our high percent-
age of repeat clients,” states 
Ray Boaz.  “My partners, 
William Wilkerson, Andrew 
Roth, Andrew Hausler, 
Alan Derthick and I are 
very proud of the fact that 
we have been selected as 
the design firm for such a 
wide range of projects.  We 
are also very proud of the 
fact that DH&W has had the 
opportunity to work on so 
many types of projects, in-
cluding historic preservation 
projects and the restoration 
of historic buildings. There’s 
a certain reverence for old 
buildings, and, as the archi-
tects of their restoration, we 
consider ourselves the stew-
ards of past work.

“Our firm was estab-
lished with a serious com-
mitment to thoughtful plan-
ning and excellent design. 
We received the American 
Institute of Architecture’s 
highest national design 
award, their Honor Award, 
for Miller Plaza. Many other 
projects have been given 
specific recognition includ-
ing Gulf States Regional 

AIA Awards for the Cricket 
Pavilion renovation of 
Ross Meehan Foundry, 
Hunter Museum of Art, the 
Bicentennial Library and 
the Gateway Professional 
Building.

“Above all, the core prin-
ciple of our practice is the 
unqualified commitment of 
the five partners to provide 
a very personal service to 
our clients. This commitment 
extends from the earliest 
research and programming 

through all the normal phas-
es of architectural service 
and beyond, throughout the 
life of the building.”

▼ The reuse of a dilapidated found-

ry building into the First Tennessee 

Pavilion is a sustainable design signa-

ture of DH&W.

▼ Miller Plaza provides a comfortable 

human scaled gathering place in an 

urban space.

▲ Finley Stadium’s expressed structure 

and cast iron elements give homage 

to Chattanooga’s foundry heritage.


